party. It was not a very damning document, nor was it m
Shaftesbury's handwriting, but it contained the best evi-
dence available and Catholics had been hung for less. The
Whig leader was solemnly accused of high treason, but a
London jury of his friends refused to indict him.

" It is a hard case that I am the last man to have law and
justice in the whole nation," the King complained when he
heard the verdict*

Shaftesbury came out of the Tower on bail rather more
dangerous than before he went in, but Charles was not
through with him yet. He demanded that London surren-
der its charter so that such miscarriages of justice could not
occur again. His courts were very busy, for the King was
using them to terrify his enemies. Gates was arrested for
slander, but got bail. James was brought back from Scot-
land and started a suit against Titus for libel London, re-
sisting the attack on its treasured liberties, was making
a last forlorn appeal to the courts to save the charter.
The case shared popular interest with the eccentrici-
ties of a mysterious citizen who was alarming peaceful
folk.

"There has been much discourse about the citty," a
town gossip noted, "of a whipping Tom, who is used to
bestow some pains in chastizeing the posteriors of severall
females who have fallen into his hands; divers have been
severely handled by him; some of them have received great
damage thereby."

The fellow was finally caught, and the charter was at
last forfeited. Shaftesbury prudently went into hiding,
for the new sheriffs of London were earnest Tories and he
could not expect to face a second friendly jury. The King
had become absolute indeed* He ordered a group of Whigs
to cancel their plans for a dinner which they intended as